OVERVIEW OF DECA
DECA is a co-curricular, student-centered organization specifically designed to provide activities that will motivate secondary/postsecondary students to learn marketing, management, and entrepreneurial competencies that will prepare them to become skilled, employable workers in the fields of marketing, hospitality, finance, and management.

The purpose of DECA is to provide learning opportunities to marketing education/DCT students through goal oriented chapter activities. The focus of these activities is always upon developing a greater understanding and appreciation of marketing, management, and entrepreneurship. These activities contribute to occupational competencies by promoting greater understanding and appreciation for the responsibilities of citizenship in our private and free enterprise system.

Any student enrolled in a CTE instructional program anywhere in the United States, the four U.S. territories, Canada, Hong Kong, Korea, Guam, and Germany can be a member of DECA. In West Virginia, DECA membership is extended to individuals who are students in a Diversified Cooperative Training (DCT) program, and any student at the discretion of the state and chapter advisor. The organization is nonprofit, nonpolitical, and totally student oriented.

All chapters are self-supporting with members paying local, state/provincial, and national dues. Each chapter elects its own student officers and the local instructor serves as the chapter advisor. All chapters within a state/province comprise a state/provincial association which is under the leadership of the state advisor. Each state/province elects student officers for its division. The national organization is composed of the total of all state or provincial associations. Student delegates selected by each state, in turn, elect their national student officers. DECA, Inc., the legal sponsoring unit of DECA, elects a board of directors, which is the policymaking group of the organization. DECA is the only national student organization operating in the nation’s high schools that attracts individuals to the fields of marketing, management, and entrepreneurship.

The DECA chapter is to the educational program what a civic or professional organization is to a group of businesspeople. Chapter activities are recognized as part of the total educational program because they develop leadership skills, professional attitudes, business competencies, citizenship characteristics, and social growth of the individual. These same activities serve their instructor as a teaching tool by creating student interest in all phases of marketing, management, and entrepreneurship. DECA activities provide members with opportunities to serve in leadership roles, work in teams, and receive local, state, and national recognition.

NEW CHAPTER REQUEST
Charter Name:

___________________________________________________________________

(For certificate)

Charter Advisor:

__________________________________________________________________

School Name:

___________________________________________________________________

ONLY REQUEST A CHARTER IF YOUR PROGRAM IS NEW OR REACTIVATED
SUGGESTED CHAPTER CONSTITUTION
Constitution of (school) Chapter, (state) Association of DECA.

ARTICLE I – NAME

Section 1.
The official name of this organization shall be (school) Chapter of the (state) Association of DECA.

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE

Section 1.
To assist our members in the growth and development of DECA.

Section 2.
To develop a respect for education in marketing which will contribute to 


occupational competencies and career success.

Section 3.
To promote understanding and appreciation for the responsibilities of 


citizenship in our free enterprise system.

ARTICLE III – ORGANIZATION

Section 1.
The (school) DECA chapter may be chartered as a member of (state) DECA upon approval of the (state) DECA Board of Directors.

Section 2.
The classes of membership that shall be recognized are:

High School Division members

Collegiate members

Alumni Division members

Professional Division members

Honorary Life members

ARTICLE IV – VOTING

Section 1.
(School) DECA Chapter members shall exercise their franchise in (state)

DECA through voting delegates as may be approved by the (state) 
Association of DECA.

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS

Section 1.
Regular meetings shall be held at least once each month during the school year.

Section 2.
Parliamentary procedure of all meetings will be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised.

ARTICLE VI – OFFICERS

Section 1.
The officers of the (school) DECA Chapter shall consist of a president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, reporter, and parliamentarian; and each shall exercise the usual duties of the office to which he/she has been elected.

Section 2.
The officers of the (school) DECA Chapter shall be nominated and elected by ballot at the first regular business meeting of each school year. A majority vote of the members shall be necessary to elect.

ARTICLE VII - ADVISOR(S)

Section 1.
The (school) DECA Chapter advisor shall be the marketing education teacher or any other designated teacher of the (school) program.

ARTICLE VIII – FINANCES

Section 1.
(School) DECA Chapter will be responsible for state and national DECA dues according to the number of individual members claimed in each membership classification times the amount established for that classification of the state and national levels.

Section 2.
The (school) DECA Chapter advisor shall be responsible for the DECA 


chapter finances and will furnish an annual audit to the (state) DECA 


advisor.

ARTICLE IX – EMBLEM AND COLOR

Section 1.
The (school) DECA chapter shall adopt the same emblem as the state association.
Section 2.
The colors of the (school) DECA chapter shall be blue and gold.

ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS

Section 1.
To amend this Constitution, the proposed amendments must be presented, in writing, to the president, by any DECA member. The president will present the amendment to the membership where it must be approved by a three-fourths majority vote for adoption.

Section 2.
No rules, regulations or bylaws shall be adopted which are contrary to this 


Constitution.

DIRECT DUES COLLECTION
· The new online membership processing system will allow you to easily submit members, effectively manage your chapter membership, and obtain 24 hour access to membership data. Please go online to  http://www.deca.org/membershipprocessing.html
· A single check for state and national dues should be issued and mailed to National DECA.

NATIONAL 


STATE 

TOTAL
High School 

    8.00 


   3.00 

   11.00

Professional- HS

    8.00 


   3.00 

   11.00

Professional-DEX

  10.00 


   3.00 

   13.00

Collegiate DECA

  10.00 


   3.00 

   13.00

Alumni 


  10.00 


   3.00 

   13.00

· All paid members of WV DECA must also be paid members of National DECA; this includes professional division members.

· You will receive membership materials via return mail. Please allow 3 to 4 weeks for processing and mailing.

· Monthly reports will be provided to the WV DECA State Advisor by National DECA regarding membership, dues collection, etc.

· All chapter advisors must pay membership dues.

· Additions to the roster MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MARCH 1 IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE AT ICDC.
